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1. Introduction

The 149th IPU Assembly was held in Geneva, Switzerland from 13-17 October 2024, a biannual
Assembly of parliamentarians participated by 189 parliaments of the IPU member-states around the
globe. It was attended by over 630 members of parliament who were led by 54 Speakers and 36
Deputy Speakers of different Parliaments. It was reported that 36% of the MPs were women and
25% were young MPs under the age of 45. Parliament of Bhutan, represented by a delegation led
by His Excellency 7Tshogpon Lungten Dorji, Speaker of the National Assembly, participated in key
discussions and fora starting from 13th October 2024. The Assembly centered on the themes viz.:
“Harnessing Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI) for a Peaceful and Sustainable Future,”
addressing pressing global challenges and adopting resolutions on the impact of artificial
intelligence (Al), multilateralism, and peacebuilding.

Parliament of Bhutan attended sessions relating to the Governing Council, Standing Committee,
Forum of Women Parliamentarians, Forum of Young Members of Parliament and meetings called
by the Asia-Pacific Group and the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, leveraging these platforms for
dialogue. learning, and advocacy. The Secretary General participated in the Association of
Secretaries General of Parliaments (ASGP) meeting, which was held from 14 - 16 October 2024.

2. Delegation Members

H.E. Tshogpon Lungten Dorji — Speaker, National Assembly
Hon. Tashi Chhozom — Eminent Member, National Council
Hon. Jamyang Namgyel — Member, National Council

Hon. Harka Singh Tamang — Member, National Assembly
Hon. Damche Tenzin — Member, National Assembly

Mr. Duba — Secretary General, National Assembly Secretariat
Ms. Sonam Lhamo — National Assembly Secretariat

Mr. Ngawang Phuntsho — National Assembly Secretariat
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3. Highlights of the Assembly and Related Meetings

3.1 General Assembly and Key Deliberations

The Speaker of the National Assembly addressed the General Assembly. underscoring Bhutan’s
commitment to sustainable development and its integration of technology through initiatives like
the National Digital Identity program and renewable energy investments. He emphasized the
importance of ethical Al development and the need for collective global action on climate change.
Link to speech https://www.facebook.com/NABhutan/videos/912623550376409 or click 149th
[PU Assembly - 14 Oct: Assembly PM Session (English)
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H.E. Tshogpon Lungten Dorji delivering his Statement at the 149th IPU Assembly

The Assembly considered the requests for inclusion of emergency items in the agenda for the 149th
Assembly, which included the following:

1. Enforcing UN General Assembly resolutions ES-10/24 and ensuring accountability
(Palestine delegation on behalf of the Arab Group):

2. Response by parliamentarians to the urgent plea by the UN Secretary General to recommit
to multilateralism for global peace, justice and sustainability (Delegations from France, UK.
Germany, Netherlands and Canada);

The security and humanitarian situations in the east of the Democratic Republic of Congo
(Delegation from the Democratic Republic of Congo); and

4. Mobilizing Parliamentarians for the protection of children in armed conflict to avoid risks,
suffering and consequences (Delegations from Argentina, Chile, Peru, Mexico, Brain and
Guyana).

(F% ]

The item proposed by Palestinian delegation on behalf of the Arab Group was received in advance
and submitted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs & External Trade for its views. In line with
Bhutan's position on this issue at the UN and other multilateral fora, the delegation was advised to
vote in favor of the proposed item.

Six items were considered initially and two withdrew during the Assembly. Out of the four, Bhutan
voted for the item proposed by the Palestine delegation on behalf of the Arab Group and abstained
for the rest of the items proposed. However. the item proposed by delegations from France, UK.
Germany. Netherlands and Canada, obtained 2/3 majority and secured the highest votes. Thus. the
Assembly endorsed this as an emergency item.




Furthermore, the Assembly also adopted the following key resolutions:

Geneva Declaration: Harnessing STI for a Peaceful and Sustainable Future;
Impact of AI on Democracy, Human Rights, and Rule of Law, and
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Reaffirmation of Multilateralism for Global Peace and Sustainability.

3.2 Participation in the Governing Council Meeting

Bhutan's delegation engaged in the Governing Council discussions. which included:
1. Review of the Secretary General’s interim report;
2. Adoption of amendments to IPU Statutes and Rules;
3. Decisions on membership status and observer policies;
4. Endorsement of the IPU Charter on Ethics in Science and Technology.

Bhutanese delegation attending the General Assembly at the Amphitheater D, CICG

3.3 Standing Committees, Forum Activities and Regional Engagements

3.3.1 Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights

Hon. Damche Tenzin, Member of Parliament from the National Assembly of Bhutan along with
Ms. Sonam Lhamo. Chief Media and Information Officer attended the working group of the
Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights. The Committee worked on the preparation
of the resolution entitled. “The impact of artificial intelligence on democracy. human rights and the
rule of law™, which included the presentation of the draft resolutions and explanatory memorandum
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by the co-rapporteurs and debate on the draft resolution, formulation and adoption of the draft
resolution in the plenary and appointment of a rapporteur to the 149th IPU Assembly.

The Committee reviewed various resolutions passed b} the 148th IPU Assembly and adopted them
along with changes proposed by some member states.

3.3.2 Forum for Women Parliamentarians

Hon. Tashi Chhozom. Eminent Member of Parliament from the National Council of Bhutan.
represented Bhutan in the Women Parliamentarians Forum, focusing on gender equality and
women’s leadership. The forum also deliberated on the impact of Al from a gender perspective,
aligning with the Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights. On the invitation of the
Committee, the delegation led by the Speaker also attended a hearing conducted by the Gender
Partnership Group on the participation of women in politics. It was put forth that there were no legal
barriers to the participation of women in politics and that while there were no studies carried out on
this, the IPU could provide support towards carrying out studies on this matter.

Bhutanese delegation at the Hearing conducted by the Gender Partnership Group

3.3.3 Forum of Young Parliamentarians

Hon. Jamyang Namgyel, Member of Parliament from the National Council of Bhutan participated
in the Forum of Young Parliamentarians held on 14 October 2024, in Plenary Room A,

discussions on youth-led peace initiatives. The forum took stock of recent developments in youth
participation in parliament. The young parliamentarians also reflected on the successes and current
challenges, drew conclusions and made recommendations. The forum was also informed on recent
and upcoming IPU activities in support of youth participation. The Forum also marked its 10 Year

Anniversary and carried out the election to fill vacancies on the Board of the Forum of Young
Parliamentarians.



Hon. Jamyang Namgyel celebrating 10 years of Young Parliamentarians

3.3.4 Asia-Pacific Group (APG) Meetings (Geo-political Group)

The Bhutanese delegation led by the Speaker attended the meetings of the Asia-Pacific Group held
on 13 October 2024, from 9:00 am to 10:30 am, in the Plenary Hall B & C at the Geneva
International Conference Centre (CICG). Bhutan had earlier received an invitation via email to take
up the chairmanship of the group since Bangladesh, who currently held the position. could not
attend the Assembly. However, considering that Bhutan was not prepared, it was communicated to
the IPU secretariat that Bhutan will be able to accept the position in the following year 2025.
Therefore, the meeting was chaired by the delegation from the National People’s Congress of China.

The APG meeting started with an opening remark by the Chair of the Asia Pacific Group, adoption
of the agenda and minutes of the previous meeting held during the 148th IPU Assembly in Geneva,
Switzerland on 23 March 2024. This was followed by a briefing by the Asia-Pacific Group
Members of the IPU Executive Committee and Report of the ASEAN+3 Group Meeting.

The Meeting discussed the Vacancies to be Filled during the 149th IPU Assembly and
consideration of requests for the Inclusion of Emergency Items in the Assembly Agenda.
Nominations for the Drafting Committee on the Emergency Item were also made and an update on




the Update on the Preparations for the Sixth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament scheduled
to be held from 29-31 July 2025 in Geneva, Switzerland was presented.

Bhutanese delegation attending the Asia Pacific Group Meeting

3.3.5 Asian Parliament Assembly (APA) Meeting

Hon. Harka Singh Tamang, Member of Parliament from the National Assembly of Bhutan attended
the meetings of the Asian Parliament Assembly Meeting held on the sidelines of the IPU General
Assembly organized by the Secretary of Asian Parliamentary Assembly on 13 October 2024 at
15:30 on the 3rd floor of CICG. The meeting was chaired by Mohammad Reza Majidi, Secretary
General of the APA. The meeting discussed the report by the APA Secretary General which
included a report on the activities of the APA Secretariat since the last coordination meeting held
in Geneva and shared a brief calendar of events till the end of 2024. The Meeting also discussed the
consideration of the emergency items proposed for inclusion in the agenda of the 149 [PU Assembly
regarding the recent unfolding developments in the Middle East. The report of the meeting can be
accessed from the following link hups://www.asianparliament.org/uploads/Events/2024/5-
%20149%20IPU/Final%20Report%20-%20En%20-%20Web.pdf



Meeting of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly chaired by Dr. Rizvan Nabiyev, Head of the
zerbaijan Group to the APA in his capacity as representative of the APA President.

3.3.6 Association of Secretaries General of Parliament

Mr. Duba, Secretary General of the National Assembly attended the ASGP meetings which was
held from 14 - 16 October 2024. The meeting was attended by 101 Secretaries General and deputy
secretaries general from 82 different parliaments, 18 new members joined the Association. The
agenda for the Geneva session included the following three general debates:

1. Parliament and citizen participation (citizens assembly, petitions):

2. Parliamentary travel: adapting rules and procedures to an increasingly smaller world;

3. How can Secretaries General benefit from Artificial Intelligence whilst avoiding the risks?

7




There were two themes on the agenda: “In the news and innovations at parliament’ and ‘Managing
competing competencies between parliamentary committees’. which inspired communications
from 12 members of the Association.

The Association also celebrated its 85th anniversary, in the presence of Ms Tulia Ackson,
President of the IPU, and Martin Chungong, Secretary General of the IPU. A short film about the
history of the Association was shown as part of the event.

Key decisions of the ASGP:

1. Mr José Pedro Montero, Secretary General of the Uruguayan Senate, was elected President

of the Association:

Mr. Georg Kleemann, Deputy Secretary General of the Bundesrat of Germany, was elected

Vice-President of the Association;

3. Ms Chloe Mawson, Clerk Assistant of the House of Lords of the United Kingdom, was
elected as an ordinary member of the Executive Committee.

b2

The IPU and the ASGP also held a joint session on the “Committee of the Future: Future of the
Parliament” on 15 October 2024. The ASGP also received updates from the IPU regarding the
World e-Parliament Report 2024 and its work on ‘generative artificial intelligence in parliaments’.

Ms. Kareen Jabre also presented a new toolkit on ‘Human security and common security to build
peace’.

Secretary General attending the ASGP meeting.



The draft agenda proposed by the Executive Committee in Geneva, for the next meeting to
be held in Tashkent, Uzbekistan in April 2025 included the following:

General debates

Training and development of parliamentary staff
I. Do you provide formal training or is the expectation that parliamentary staff learn
their role through apprenticeship with senior colleagues?
What training and development opportunities are provided for parliamentary staff?
Does your parliament pay for external training or sponsor further academic or
professional qualifications for parliamentary staff?
4. Does your parliament support secondments for parliamentary staff to expand their
experience?

b

Parliaments' management of social media
I~ What should parliaments publish on social media (work related to parliamentary
activity, international acti vity, etc.)?

2. How can parliaments manage their image on social media?
3. Are there any rules governing the use of social media by parliamentarians or
parliamentary staff during committee meetings or plenary sittings?
Themes

I. Meeting the expectations of young parliamentarians;

2. Accessibility of parliament for disabled people;

3. The use of precedents to preserve parliamentary memory;
4. In the news and innovations at parliament.

ASGP meeting




4. Observations and Recommendations of the delegation:

1. Strengthen Preparations: Adequate pre-meeting preparations, including policy
deliberations, will enhance Bhutan’s engagement and influence in IPU Assemblies. It calls
for the establishment of a dedicated unit for parliamentary diplomacy and international
relations in the Parliament of Bhutan.

2. Parliamentary Diplomacy: The IPU serves as a valuable platform for building diplomatic
relationships and exchanging best practices with global counterparts.

3. Showcase Bhutan’s Initiatives: Opportunities exist to further promote Bhutan's
achievements, such as the Gross National Happiness (GNH) model, on the international
stage.

4. Ethics in Al Development: Bhutan’s focus on ethical technology aligns well with [PU
discussions. Continued advocacy in this area can enhance Bhutan’s voice in future
multilateral dialogues.

S Other Engagements

During the Assembly, the Speaker and the Delegation informally met with the delegations from
India, Australia, Mongolia, the president of the IPU to name a few. The Speaker also attended the
high-level luncheon hosted for Speakers of Parliament and Reception offered by Switzerland.

With H.E. Milton Dick, Speaker of the House of Representative, Australia.
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With H.E Devraj Ghimeray, Speaker of the House of Representative, Nepal
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With H.E. Dr. Tulia Ackson, President of the IPU

With H.E Khurelbaatar Bulgantuya, Deputy
Chairman, Member of the State Great Hural

6. Conclusion and Way Forward

The 149th IPU Assembly provided Bhutan with a platform to engage in discussions on global
challenges, share its development philosophy. and learn from international best practices. Bhutan’s
participation reinforced its commitment to multilateralism, peacebuilding, and sustainable
development. Moving forward, the Parliament of Bhutan can leverage the insights and connections
gained from this Assembly to strengthen domestic governance and enhance its role in global
parliamentary diplomacy. The 150th IPU Assembly will take place in Tashkent, Uzbekistan
from 5-9 April 2025,

7. Acknowledgement

The delegation led by the Speaker would like to acknowledge the support and guidance received
from the Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bhutan in Geneva, Switzerland.

1. Ms. Rinchen Lhazom, Dy. Permanent Representative
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Prepared by: Ms. Sonam Lhamo, Delegation Secretary

Endorsed by:
His Excellency Lungten Dorji — Speaker, National Assembly
Hon. Tashi Chhozom — Eminent Member, National Council
Hon. Jamyang Namgyel — Member, National Council
Hon. Harka Singh Tamang — Member, National Assembly
Hon. Damche Tenzin — Member, National Assembly

Mr. Duba — Secretary General, National Assembly Secretariat
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8. Annexure

8.1 Key Documents from the Assembly

1. Geneva Declaration — Harnessing STI for a Peaceful and Sustainable Future
2. Resolution on Al — Impact of Al on Democracy, Human Rights, and Rule of Law
3. Resolution on Multilateralism — Response to the UN Secretary-General s Call for Global
Peace and Sustainability
4. Statement delivered by His Excellency Lungten Dorji, Speaker National Assembly

The documents can be digitally accessed from the following link:
https://www. ipu.org/event/149th-ipu-assembly-and-related-meetings
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8.2 Statement by the Hon’ble Speaker of the Parliament of Bhutan, 149th Assembly of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)

Madam President,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I. I would like to convey to you the warm greetings of His Majesty the King and the People

(%]
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of Bhutan, alongside the fraternal sentiments of the Parliament of Bhutan.

Also, allow me to Congratulate you, Madam President on your election. My delegation
extends our best wishes to you and we would like to assure you of our full support as you
steer us through the work of this Assembly. As we engage in our work, let us remember that
our collective strength lies in our ability to nurture not just the well-being of our nations but
the happiness of our people and the health of our planet. Together, we can forge a future
that resonates with peace, sustainability, and hope.

Madam President,

The theme of this year’s General Debate. "Harnessing Science, Technology, and
Innovation (STI) for a More Peaceful and Sustainable Future," is most timely and
relevant in an era where we see democracy under strain and conflicts on the rise. It is a call

to harness the positive power of STI to address these global challenges and pave the way
for a more harmonious and sustainable world.

As the world faces increasing conflicts, it is crucial to leverage STI to build societies that
promote peace, well-being, and sustainability, as envisioned through Bhutan's lens of Gross
National Happiness (GNH), which emphasizes a balanced approach to development,

ensuring that economic progress is aligned with environmental sustainability, cultural
preservation, and good governance. ;

The experiences from the COVID-19 pandemic has underscored the importance of science
and technology in tackling global challenges while exposing disparities in access to these
advancements, especially for small and developing countries like Bhutan. As we move
forward, it is vital to harness STI in ways that are equitable, inclusive, and aligned with our
collective goals for peace and sustainable development.

As a small, landlocked. and a developing country, Bhutan faces unique challenges.
Nevertheless, our commitment to sustainable development, guided by our development
philosophy of Gross National Happiness (GNH), has been unwavering.

Under the visionary leadership of His Majesty the King, Bhutan has been leveraging science
and technology to achieve our developmental goals. From harnessing hydropower as a clean

15
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energy source to promoting digital literacy and innovation in governance, STI has been
integrated into our national development plans and several significant initiatives have been
taken to harness STI for sustainable development. For instance, Bhutan launched the
National Digital Identity (NDI) initiative on October 13, 2023, digital identity solution
based on self-sovereign identity (SSI) and decentralized identifier (DID) technologies,
ensuring secure and verifiable credentials while maintaining data privacy for Bhutanese
citizens. The NDI aims to be inclusive, facilitating access across various demographics and
promoting digital equity. Recently, Bhutan joined the Global Acceptance Network (GAN),
becoming the first national digital identity ecosystem to do so, which allows for secure
interconnectivity with global digital trust networks. These developments reflect Bhutan's
ongoing efforts to establish a robust digital identity framework that supports its citizens and
contributes to the country's vision of a Digital Drukyul, where technology fosters innovation
and enhances the quality of life for all Bhutanese.

The National Science and Technology Policy fosters research, innovation, and STEM
education, creating a supportive environment for scientific advancement. Investments are
being made in Renewable Energy Projects. including hydropower, to achieve our goal of
remaining a carbon-negative nation and promoting sustainable energy practices. The Bhutan
Innovation and Technology Centre (BITC) serves as a hub for research, innovation, and
entrepreneurship, supporting startups and technology-driven projects.

Various STEM Education Programs have also been implemented to enhance education in
schools and universities through curriculum reforms, teacher training, and scholarships. The
Climate Resilience and Environmental Monitoring efforts, using satellite technology and
data analytics, address climate change impacts and develop resilience strategies.
Additionally, the expansion of Health Technology and Telemedicine is improving
healthcare access and quality, especially in remote areas

. The Parliament of Bhutan is actively embracing technology to enhance efficiency and

sustainability through our e-Parliament initiative. Launched in 2020, the program utilizes
digital devices in the parliamentary hall for document sharing and session management,
significantly reducing paper consumption. By transitionfng to a paperless environment, we
are promoting transparency and accessibility while also contributing to environmental
sustainability. The adoption of digital platforms for communication and document sharing
streamlines our parliamentary processes, reflecting our broader commitment to leveraging
technology for good governance and sustainable development.

These initiatives reflect Bhutan's commitment to integrating technology with sustainable
development while ensuring that ethical considerations guide our advancements.

Madam President,

. In this context, the development of the [PU Charter on the Ethics of Science and Technology

is a timely and essential initiative. Bhutan supports this Charter as it will provide a
framework for ensuring that technological advancements are pursued with a strong ethical

16




foundation, balancing innovation with respect for human rights and societal values. Bhutan
is dedicated to promoting responsible use of technology that respects human rights and
societal values.

- Further, the discussions of the Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights on

"The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Democracy, Human Rights, and the Rule of
Law" are of critical importance. Artificial Intelligence (Al), while offering transformative
potential, also poses risks to our democratic values, privacy, and human rights. Bhutan
supports a balanced approach where the benefits of Al can be harnessed without
compromising our ethical standards, democratic principles, and the rule of law. It is vital
for us, as parliamentarians, to establish robust frameworks that govern Al and ensure its
alignment with our societal values.

.In these times of rapid change and uncertainty, the role of multilateralism and global

cooperation has never been more crucial. The IPU. as a global platform for parliamentary
dialogue, plays an essential role in fostering understanding, building consensus. and
facilitating collective action on global issues. Bhutan remains committed to engaging
constructively in these dialogues and working with all member states to promote peace,
democracy, and sustainable development.

- Bhutan also wishes to draw attention to the linkage between climate change and the use of

technology. As a country highly vulnerable to climate change, we are experiencing melting
glaciers, erratic rainfall, and frequent floods, and other climate related disasters. which affect
our predominantly agrarian population. We recognize that technology and innovation must
be leveraged to address these environmental challenges, mitigate climate impacts, and build -
resilience. We hope that our deliberations here will acknowledge the crucial role of STI in
addressing climate-related challenges and ensuring sustainable development.

. Bhutan’s commitment to multilateralism is further reflected in its active participation in

United Nations Peacekeeping (UNPK) operations, a journey that began in 2014. Despite
being a small, landlocked nation with a population of less than 800,000, Bhutan has steadily
contributed to peacekeeping missions by deploying Military Observers, Staff Officers, and
Individual Police Officers as well as a full contingent. As of July 2024, we ranked as the
46th top troop contributing country out of 121. Our personnel have served in some of the
most challenging peacekeeping environments. Additionally, the Bhutan UN Peacekeeping
Training Centre, established in 2015, plays a critical role in preparing our peacekeepers with
the skills and knowledge required for modern operations. Bhutan’s contributions in its
peacekeeping operations include a commitment to continuing to promote gender
mainstreaming in peacekeeping; and the adoption by our Contingent of environmentally
friendly measures such as the use of renewable solar energy for, and the use of green
certified back-up generators to save energy and reduce their carbon footprint.

17




Madam President,

17. As we deliberate on the role of science, technology, and innovation in shaping our future,
let us be guided by our shared values of equity. inclusivity, and sustainability. Bhutan, as
always, stands ready to contribute to the global discourse and work collaboratively with all
member states towards a more peaceful, sustainable, and prosperous world.

I look forward to a successful outcome from our discussions.

Thank you, and Tashi Delek!
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